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CONGREGATIONAL MEETI NG  Schedule:  

Sunday School 10am  

Worship        11am  

Coffee Hour   12pm  

  The annual church budget for 2012 was approved 

unanimously by the congregation as presented on 

December 11th. Thank you to all of those who worked so 

hard to prepare it, and who prayed for discernment during 

the budget process.  Also, thank you to all of those who 

give with joy and faith to God in support of the ministry of 

our church!  

  We will be having another congregational meeting on 

Sunday, January 8th immediately following the worship 

service to elect new consistory members. Please plan on 

staying for the meeting. 

Please join us for a 7-week sermon series on the theme of 

worship, beginning January 8th.  We'll meet different people in 

the Bible like the magi, Isaiah, Mary & Martha, the woman at 

Bethany, Saint Paul, and the 12 disciples who will help teach us 

practical lessons about worship as we explore questions about 

what worship is, what it does, and why it is so important in the 

life of a disciple.  Don't miss it! 

 NEW SERMON SERIES CO MING SOON  

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95117827


THE FONDA REFORMED C HURCH NEWSLETTER  PAGE 2 

Discerning the Spirit ï Connecting Within Your Congregation 
  

o       How is God working within you? 

o       How is God working through you? 

o       How is God working ahead of you? 

  

Can you imagine members of Fonda Reformed Church gathering together around a meal and asking each other 

the above three questions?  Can you imagine beginning such a gathering with a prayer, perhaps one like 

this:  ñDear Lord, help us to listen to each other with the heart and mind of Jesus?  Help us to hear Your Spirit 

as we hear each other?  Help us to discern more of what You would have us be and do as a congregation as 

we share around these three questions? We ask these things in Jesusô precious name.  Amen.ò     

  

The RCA has launched a denomination-wide ñDiscernment Processò.  In it, each congregation is invited to 

gather its members to share deep and meaningful stories about how God is working in their lives, work, and 

worship.  The results, consistently, are that people are amazed at each otherôs stories.  You can read and view 

about some of their experiences on the RCAôs website: 

ü      Hear leaders at the Brunswick Reformed Church in Ohio describe how the Congregational 

Discovery Workshop impacted their church:  https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=7284 

ü      Read about the Discovery gathering in action at a Japanese church in New York City :  https://

www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=7396 

ü      Half the congregation of Six Mile Run Reformed Church in New Jersey participated in a Discovery 

workshop and adapted it inter-generationally:  https://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=7512 

ü      The consistory of the Mescalero Reformed Church was greatly encouraged through the Discovery 

Workshop, which re-affirmed they were implementing the churchôs vision:  http://www.rca.org/

Page.aspx?pid=7514.  

  

We have the wonderful opportunity to host a Discovery Workshop here at Fonda Reformed Church 

on Sunday, January 22nd.  After the service we will gather in the basement fellowship hall for one of 

our almost-famous covered dish luncheons (please bring a dish to pass).  Ellen Ratmeyer - who is 

specially trained by the RCA to lead this workshop - will be with us to guide our conversation.  This 

workshop is Step #1 in the denomination-wide discernment process as the RCA prepares to set new 

goals and direction as we follow Christ in mission over the next decade.  Step #2 takes place on 

February 10-12 at an event called "Conversations" in Orlando, FL as RCA congregations from around 

the country send representatives to share what was learned from Step #1.  Fonda Reformed Church 

is participating in Step #2 as well, by sending Rev. Karen Patterson, our Music Director, to represent 

us.  Step #3 will take place at General Synod this coming June, as delegates will take official action 

around the question, "Based on God's work within us and through us in our past and present and God's 

work ahead of preparing the future, 'What is God's continuing call on the RCA for the next 

decade?"  Pastor Josh is one of the assigned delegates for General Synod 2012, as well as one of our 

members, David Patterson, who is serving on the General Synod Council.   

  

Isn't it exciting (and maybe even a little scary) to think that God can use us to shape the future of the 

RCA!  Will you please plan to attend the covered dish luncheon and Discovery Workshop on January 

22nd?  And will you also spend some time reflecting on the 3 questions listed above in preparation for 

the workshop?  Our God is a God of mission, and is already at work in us, through us, and ahead of 

us!  And I can't wait to hear some of the stories that emerge! 

https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=7284
https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=7396
https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=7396
https://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=7512
http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=7514
http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=7514
https://www.rca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.rca.org%2fconversations&srcid=15588&srctid=1&erid=602670&trid=16b4fa1e-79f6-4677-9c01-0e346814b4ae
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CHRISTIAN WOMENõS LUNCHEON  

NEW YEAR-NEW BEGINNINGS 

STARTING AGAIN AND AGAIN 

INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER-JANET DEVRIES 
 

Monday,  January 9, 2012    11:30-1:00pm 

Holiday Inn, Route 30A, N. Comrie Ave. Johnstown 

$13.00  Sliced Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable or 

Chef Salad, Rolls, Dessert and Coffee 

 

SPECIAL FEATURE-JODDYôS SHOP 

COLLECTIBLES, ANTIQUES AND UNIQUE ITEMS 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY CLAUDIA MURDOCK 

Complimentary Child Care available upon request 

For info call Gloria (853-3126) 

Reservations Necessary and Cancellations Essential 

Sponsored by Johnstown Christian Womenôs Club 

WHAT NOT  TO TAKE INTO THE NE W YEAR  

¶ Self-help booksðTrust in God first; donôt turn to him as a last resort. (See Proverbs 3:5-6) 

¶ Tape MeasureðConsider only Godôs standards; donôt compare yourself to other people. (See 

      Luke 18:9-14) 

¶ Rearview MirrorðDonôt live in the past. Youôll miss out on what God is doing in your life now. (See 

      Philippians 3:12-14) 

¶ GavelðInstead of judging others, pray for them, help them and team up with them. (See Luke 6:37-38) 

¶ Life VestðDonôt be overly cautious spiritually. Peter experienced Jesus is a real way because he dared to 

step out of the boat. (See Matthew 14:22-33 

¶ Garage-door openerðWe think weôre networked but often isolate ourselves from our neighbors. God 

intended for us to live in community with one another. (See Hebrews 10:23-25) 

¶ HandcuffsðDonôt offer excuses about why you canôt help out. God can do amazing things throughðand 

      despiteðus. Just follow him, with no excuses. (See Mark 6:35-44) 

 

ðWritten by Gregg McCaslin (as published in the NEWSLETTER newsletter, January 2012 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95095419
http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95116718
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Joan Frenyea-undergoing chemotherapy treatment 

for cancer 

Tina Marie Collins-recently diagnosed with 

cancer 

Jason Webber-deployed to Kuwait 

Richard Nare-health concerns 

Bob VanAntwerp-health concerns 

Those impacted by Hurricane Irene and the recent 

flooding 

Thomasine (Tammy) Flanders-receiving 

treatment for cancer 

Tom Cannizzo-hearing issues 

Rosemary Pierce-health issues 

Stacy Kimball-debilitating health issues 

Roaine Lyons-health concerns 

Jeanne Streeter-health needs 

Lois Davis-health concerns 

Helen Stanton-health needs 

Service men and women and their families  

Community members separated from Jesus Christ 

The homebound & grieving 

Missionary families, Otterness and Ford 

PRAYER LIST  

    The prayer list below is a long term prayer list 

that we have been running in the monthly 

newsletter. Please let Sherry in the office know if 

you would like someone to be placed on it. The 

prayer list in the weekly bulletin is mostly for 

short term, such as accidents, surgeries, loss, etc.  

    If you have put someone one the prayer list 

and they should be removed, please let Sherry 

know. We would like to keep these lists as 

updated as possible. Thank you! 

ñPRAYER, AN ADVENTURE WITH GODò is 

one of the adult Bible studies offered during the 

Sunday School hour. We are studying the prayers 

of some of the great Prayers of the Bible, 

Abraham, Moses, Nehemiah, Daniel, Paul, Mary 

and six others are included in this study. It is 

amazing to read the prayers, as they are included 

in scripture along with the answers they received 

from God. Even more interesting is the fact that 

no matter what was prayer for, God answered the 

prayer. Sometimes the answer was to go ahead 

with the plan, sometimes to wait for a better time 

and sometimes God said that it was not according 

to His will.  This study will continue until Feb. 

12th. Please join us at 9:45 in the Meeting Room 

of the Cussler Center. 

PRAYER STUDY  

 SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY S CHOOL  

Beginning on January 8th, Pastor Josh will be leading a 4

-week series on Bible Basics for the senior high Sunday 

School students.  Some of the many questions we'll 

explore are:  Where did the Bible come from?  How did 

the books get chosen to be in the Bible?  When and why 

were different books of the Bible written.  Why are the 

books of the Bible arranged in the order they are 

in?  Should we read and understand every passage in the 

same way?  Why do my Roman Catholic friends have 

Bibles that are different than mine?  And what are some 

tools that will help me study and understand the 

Bible?  Meet in the Haven of Hope from 10:00 until 

10:45 for food, fun, and study!  And invite your friends 

to join you! 

  

Happy New Year! 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099113
http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099466
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CLEAN -UP HELP NEEDED  
 

A NEW YEARõS BLESSING 

We are looking for people to help clean up 

following our monthly covered dish luncheons, 

beginning in February as we will not be having 

one in January. There will be a sign up sheet in 

the back of the Sanctuary. Clean up consists of 

wiping down tables, sweeping floors, cleaning 

dishes and kitchen, etc. Please contact Carolyn 

Whipple if you have any questions. 

    On the third Wednesday of each month, our 

church leads a worship service at Wilkinson 

Center nursing home at 10 am. We have been 

doing this for quite awhile. Please feel free to 

join us. Anyone is welcome. Just being there 

brightens up their day and yours.  

    For more information, please contact Marion 

Stephenson, Joan Stanton or Pastor Josh. We 

carpool from the church at 9:30 am. Our next 

service will be Wednesday, January 18th. 

Please prayerfully consider joining us!  

WILKINSON CENTER WOR SHIP  

May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright, even in the 

Shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people and their 

causes need you most, and by making you 

anxious to be there to help. 

Godôs love, peace, hope and joy to you for the 

year ahead! 

 

ðAuthor unknown 

  Have you already volunteered to be one of our new 

Children and Worship/Following Jesus leaders or 

helpers?  Have you been meaning to volunteer, but 

just haven't had time to do it yet?  Are you a parent 

who would love an inside look at what happens when 

your child leaves for one of these worship 

programs?  Then this class is for YOU!   

  Join us in the Children and Worship center (upstairs 

of the Cussler Center next to the nursery) for 4 weeks 

of learning and training from 10:00-10:45 on January 

8,15,22, and 29th.  Cindy Mitchell and Kim Baron 

will take you step-by-step through this wonderful and 

worshipful program.  For more information please 

call Kim Baron at 853-6080. 

LEADER TRAINING FOR CHILDRENS 
WORSHIP  

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93008321


THE FONDA REFORMED C HURCH NEWSLETTER  PAGE 6 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS  

  2ï Bonnie Jo Kruger 

  5ï Alex Pedrick 

  6ï Hank Nare 

  9ï Liane Lewis 

10ï William Kruger 

13ï Ronald Wilmot III 

       Granger ñJackò Eaton 

       Ryan Dunham 

16ï Carolyn Whipple 

19ï Karen Patterson 

       Terry Kimball 

       Russel Pedrick, Jr. 

23ï Jack Adams 

24ï Phillip Boshart, Jr. 

       Matthew Coons 

26ï Linda Sambuca 

       Michael Wilmot 

30ï Micah Kimball 

31ï Brenda Wilmot 

       Clark Subik 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS  

We apologize if we missed anyone. Please  

let Sherry in the office know if your name  

was left out or if any of the 

information is incorrect. 

January 1  

 

January 8  

 

January 15 

 

January 22 

 

January 29 

 

Volunteers are needed for every Sunday in 

January. Please sign up on the back table if you 

are able to take a turn. 

January 1  

 

January 8   No Covered Dish-congregational meeting 

 

January 15 

 

January 22  Covered Dish Luncheon  

 

January 29 

 

Coffee Hour Servers are still needed for some Sundays 

in January. Please consider getting together with  

some friends or bible study members and hosting  

our coffee hour. 

COFFEE HOUR SERVERS  

�´�7�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���D�W���L�W�V���E�H�V�W���G�H�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
whole man, not only his soul but his body, not 
only his spiritual well -being, but his material 
well being. Any religion that professes to be 
concerned about the souls of men and is not 
concerned about the slums that damn them, 
the economic conditions that strangle them 
and the social conditions that cripple them is 
a spiritually moribund religion awaiting 
�E�X�U�L�D�O���µ 

Pilgrimage to Non-Violence, 1960 

�³�/�L�N�H���D�Q�\�E�R�G�\�����,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���D��
long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm 
not concerned about that now. I just 
want to do God's will. And He's allowed 
me to go up to the mountain. And I've 
looked over. And I've seen the Promised 
Land. I may not get there with you. But I 
want you to know tonight, that we, as a 
�S�H�R�S�O�H�����Z�L�O�O���J�H�W���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���O�D�Q�G���´ 

I've Been To The Mountaintop, 1968 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099535

